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Media statement 

19 September 2019 

Statement by the Chairperson 

$100,000 political donation to Labor in 2015 forfeited to the Electoral 

Commission 

The NSW Electoral Commission regulates the public funding of elections and investigates and 

enforces compliance with NSW donations laws.   

It has been actively monitoring matters raised at the Independent Commission Against Corruption’s 

public inquiry into allegations that a $100,000 unlawful political donation was received by NSW Labor 

in 2015.  

The ICAC’s public inquiry follows the Electoral Commission’s late 2017 decision to refer its own 

investigation into the matter to the ICAC.  

In light of the evidence given at the ICAC public inquiry, the Electoral Commission requested NSW 

Labor to advise whether it intended to take any action in relation to the donations compliance issues 

arising from that inquiry.  

The party has now forfeited $100,000 to the Electoral Commission on the basis donation/s received in 

2015 in relation to a Chinese Friends of Labor fundraising event were unlawful.  

The party has also amended its 2015 disclosure declarations to remove donors who were named as 

having made $5000 cash donations in relation to the fundraising event.  

A copy of the party’s letter to the Electoral Commission is attached.  

The amended disclosure declarations for the Australian Labor Party (NSW Branch) and the Country 

Labor Party have been published on the NSW Electoral Commission’s website.  

The Electoral Commission will continue to monitor the ICAC inquiry closely and engage with political 

participants to support the integrity of the NSW public funding and disclosures system. 

ENDS 

ABOUT THE NSW ELECTORAL COMMISSION  

In December 2014, the three member Electoral Commission was constituted. It is separate to the 

agency led by the Electoral Commissioner. The Commission is an independent, statutory authority. It 

approves public funding to political parties and others and enforces the provisions of four NSW Acts. 

These provisions govern electoral funding, expenditure and disclosures, the conduct of State and 

local government elections and the lobbying of government officials. The Commission’s Chairperson 

is the Hon Keith Mason AC QC, a former President of the NSW Court of Appeal (1997 to 2008). 

Information about this independent Commission’s work can view viewed at: 

www.elections.nsw.gov.au/About-us/Governance/Three-member-statutory-authority. 

  

https://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/funding-and-disclosure/disclosures/view-disclosures
http://www.elections.nsw.gov.au/About-us/Governance/Three-member-statutory-authority
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